
AFN Alberta COVID-19  
Daily Bulletin 
 
Wednesday, May 27 & Thursday, May 28 
AFN Alberta is summarizing updates and information we are receiving on our website. All our previous 
bulletins can be found on this page as well: http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus.  
AFN Alberta will be transitioning to providing the daily bulletin every other business day in June as we begin our slow and 
phased transition back to regular operations. Critical or time sensitive information will still be provided in real time as 
needed. Thank you for your  understanding. 
 

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS 
AB Testing Results May 27  May 28 Change 

Tests Completed 245,949 245,949 +0* 

Total Positive 6,926 6,955 +29 

Active 679 652 -27 

Fatalities 141 143 +2 

Recoveries 6,106 6,160 +54 

COVID-19 Regional Data for Alberta 
Calgary zone - 4,804     Edmonton zone - 527  
Central zone - 99     South zone - 1,235     North zone - 237 
Unidentified zone - 24 

COVID-19 in Alberta First Nations* (as of May 26) 
Calgary Zone - 19  

North Zone - 5     South Zone - 16 
 

*From alberta.ca, it’s possible the province was unable to receive the updated testing numbers by the time their update 
went live. We will issue a correction in tomorrow's bulletin if the statistic is updated. 
 
New Measures 

● Alberta will now only supply PPE to critical service providers in publicly funded or 
contracted settings. This includes AHS and Covenant health-care workers, first 
responders, and those working in homeless shelters and publicly funded or contracted 
seniors care facilities. 

○  Private organizations can continue to access PPE through the government 
until June 30, but will need to pay market price. 

● In Calgary and Brooks, the remainder of Stage 1 reopenings, including day camps, 
summer schools, post-secondary institutions and places of worship, are tentatively 
allowed to proceed June 1 at earliest. 

 
First Nation-specific Updates  

● The #ProtectOurElders social media campaign launched to encourage people to 
practice physical distancing and public health measures to keep Elders safe. Visit 
https://www.protectourelders.ca/ for ways you can get involved on social media.  

 

http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus
https://www.protectourelders.ca/


 
 

● The Red Cross is operating a help desk for First Nations to get dedicated, 
personalized support on pandemic planning. It is available 7 days a week from 7 am to 
7 pm MT. Call 1-833-937-1597.  

● First Nation health directors, leaders, and technicians can contact “InfoPoint”  to 
request information about their COVID-19-related questions at 1-855-446-2719  or 
InfoPoint@fnhma.ca from Monday to Friday, 6 am to 6 pm MT 

● ISC is tracking the number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 on First Nations on their 
website. Data is updated Monday to Friday. Click here to view the webpage. 

○ Click here to view national demographic data and epidemic curves.  
● The UN Special Rapporteur on Indigenous rights is calling for input into a global report 

about how COVID-19 is impacting Indigenous peoples. Click here for the full details of 
the request. Deadline for submissions is June 15.  

● Service Canada has a dedicated toll-free phone line for First Nations members 
needing help with their CERB applications. Call 1-877-631-2657 

 
National and Regional Updates  

● Applications for the Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance (CECRA) 
are available through the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC). The 
CECRA consists of forgivable loans for landlords to subsidize lost rent from small 
businesses, nonprofits and charitable organizations.  

● The Business Resilience Services Hotline is available to small businesses for the 
next month to provide free, customized financial guidance from navigating tax 
regulations and government support to planning a path to recovery.  

● Canada created a new web tool to help connect people with COVID-19 aid by asking 
questions and outlining programs people may be eligible for. Click here to access it.  

● Canada created a web portal to help businesses find a wide range of COVID-19 
support and other programs and services. Click here to access it.  

● Last week, Canada announced an additional $75 million in new funding for 
organizations that address the critical needs of Indigenous peoples in urban centres 
and off-reserve.  

 
INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS FOR FIRST NATIONS 
Detailed AFN Sector Updates - March 27, 2020 to April 30, 2020 
The national AFN office is now providing frequent updates to the Regional Chief on all of their 
policy sectors’ activities and initiatives. Please find attached the first of these updates shared 
with us today.  
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https://ihtoday.ca/infopoint-by-fnhma/
mailto:InfoPoint@fnhma.ca
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1581964230816/1581964277298#chap5
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1589895506010/1589895527965?fbclid=IwAR2Mx9LXZ7rswZc4xHswWZgi921qIefRDDhASwbtYYaKy12Z8wKh3KjNEv8#age
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/Issues/IPeoples/SRIndigenousPeoples/Pages/Callforinput_COVID19.aspx
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/finance-and-investing/covid19-cecra-small-business
https://www.canadianbusinessresiliencenetwork.ca/brs/
https://covid-benefits.alpha.canada.ca/en/start
https://innovation.ised-isde.canada.ca/s/?language=en
https://nationalpost.com/pmn/news-pmn/canada-news-pmn/canadian-press-newsalert-trudeau-promises-75m-more-for-off-reserve-indigenous-services


 
 

 
Canadian Red Cross First Nations COVID-19 Help Desk  

 
Updates from Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) 
May 28 Bulletin:  
ISC Alberta Region is sending updates twice weekly to leadership on the current COVID-19 
situation and response. Yesterday’s bulletin (May 28) is attached. It includes the following 
information: 

● #ProtectOurElders Social Media Campaign 
● On-Line Tool for finding Financial Help 
● Other mental health supports 
● COVID-19 Vaccine Update 

As a reminder, their next Telehealth session will be on June 4th, details will be provided when 
available. 
 
Written Follow-Up from Dr.Hinshaw's May 5th teleconference 
Attached is the written follow-up from Dr.Hinshaw from her all-Chiefs teleconference on May 5th 
which addresses questions that Dr. Hinshaw either lacked the time to answer during the call or 
was unable to give a complete answer at the time. 
 
CALL & MEETING SUMMARIES 
*Recap* May 26 | Chiefs Committee on Health  
The Chiefs Committee on Health held its weekly meeting today. The Canadian Red Cross 
presented on their new help desk available to First Nations for pandemic planning. ISC 
Assistant Deputy Minister Val Gideon and FNIHB Chief Medical Officer Dr. Tom Wong 
presented their weekly updates. Please find attached the following documents from the 
meeting:  

1. One-pager on the Red Cross First Nations COVID-19 Help Desk  
2. Weekly ISC Presentation to the CCOH 
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3. Pamphlet with Elders’ Guidance on Wake and Funerals (Saskatchewan)  
 
Key Highlights:  

● RC Poitras flagged the issues of global drug shortages. Alberta will be limiting 
prescriptions to 30 days per patient. We have many of our people on prescriptions so we 
need to keep an eye on this and flag. 

○ Val Gideon: There is an ADM at Health Canada who we are working with on the 
ramp-up they are doing to address risks of drug shortages.  They have done a 
significant amount of work to prevent these and these measures of limiting to 30 
day is made by provinces or regulatory colleges.  We can reach out to our 
colleagues to get a presentation to you on this.  

● The Red Cross is operating a help desk for First Nations to get dedicated, personalized 
support on pandemic planning.  

○ Red Cross technicians can provide a suite of support to First Nations with health 
emergency guidance, health emergency planning, and community protection. 

○ This  will include reviewing operational plans and doing virtual “site visits” to 
support First Nations in ensuring they have all the necessary health measures in 
place to keep people safe.  

● As of May 25, a total of 212 reported on-reserve FN cases in Canada. Compared to the 
Nation it translates to less than 0.3%. 20 of these have been hospitalized (10%), again 
compared to the national average of (17%). Fatalities on FNs are 2% compared to 
nationally 7%.  

● 212 COVID-19 cases have been confirmed among First Nation communities on-reserve 
as of May 25, 2020.  

● navigating how to access supports announced by the Government of Canada for 
COVID-19. 

○ Revised guide to include new information since the version with announcements 
made in March.  

● Document in final stages of preparation and expected to be ready for distribution via the 
ISC Departmental COVID-19 email distribution list very soon. 

● RC Adamek asked CCoH members to share best practices and information resources 
that may have been developed.  

● In Saskatchewan, FNIHB worked with local Elders to develop a two-page document 
sharing guidance on how to proceed with ceremonies. This was shared with the CCoH, 
and is attached.  

 
 
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL UPDATES 
Summaries and information of the following can be found in the update below.  

● Canada’s COVID-19 Update - May 28 
● Canada’s COVID-19 Update - May 27  
● Alberta’s COVID-19 Update - May 27  

4 



 
 

 
Canada’s COVID-19 Update - May 28 
Relevant Links: Federal Health Officials’ Briefing 
With the Prime Minister occupied at the virtual UN meeting on International Development 
Financing  co-convened by the United Nations, Canada and Jamaica this morning, there was no 
daily briefing from the Prime Minister. Dr.Tam and Dr.Njoo gave their daily health officials 
briefing on COVID-19 this morning. Key Highlights:  

● Canada has confirmed 87, 902 COVID-19 cases. There have been a total of 6,799 
deaths. 46,478 or 53% of total cases have recovered. More than 1.5 million people have 
been tested nationally and 5% of tests have returned positive.  

● Dr. Tam said wearing a mask can be difficult in extreme heat, so physical distancing is 
key when outside. Mask-use is primarily recommended for indoor use where physical 
distancing is harder to maintain.  

● Responding to news of people being publicly criticised for not wearing a mask, Dr. Tam 
reminded Canadians that some people may not be able to wear face coverings safely 
due to pre-existing conditions, such as respiratory illnesses or mobility issues.  

○ Mask or face coverings are not recommended for children 2 and under.  
● Canada.ca/coronavirus includes guidelines on recommended mask use.  
● Responding to a question about how concerned Dr. Tam is about inflammatory 

syndrome (MIS-C) affecting children in Canada, Dr. Tam said kids are found on this 
spectrum and pediatric hospitals have been informed. Information is currently being 
collected and analyzed. We do know that it is not related to the virus, but research 
continues. 

 
Canada’s COVID-19 Update - May 27 
Relevant Links: PM’s Daily Briefing  
Federal Health Officials’ Briefing 
 
PM Trudeau gave his daily address to Canadians. Following this, the Federal Health Officials 
update with Dr. Tam and Federal Ministers took place. Key Highlights: 

● As of May 27, there were 86,939 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Canada, with 6,671 
deaths. 53%, or 45,766 cases are now recovered. Labs across Canada have tested over 
1,500,000 people with about 5% returning positive on average. 

● Several weeks ago, the Prime Minister announced a $9 billion fund to help students and 
recent graduates. There are now 45,000 jobs available through the Canada Summer 
employment program, and those who are interested can go to jobbank.ca to apply 

● President of the Treasury Board, Jean-Yves Duclos urged Canadians to continue to be 
patient as there are unprecedented numbers of people applying for aid. With seniors 
benefits they are dealing with almost 7 million recipients. 

 
Additional Information 
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● Long-term care facilities will be discussed in a call tomorrow with Premiers. The 
deployment of the Canadian Armed Forces in Ontario and Quebec in this effort 
will be prolonged. 

 
 
Alberta’s COVID-19 Update - May 27 
Relevant Link: Chief Medical Officer’s Update 
Chief Medical Officer Dr. Deena Hinshaw provided today’s COVID-19 update for Alberta. The 
Chief Medical Officer’s next update will come on Friday. Key Highlights: 

● 6,106 Albertans have recovered from COVID-19. There are 679 active cases in the 
province. This is the fewest cases in the province since March 30. 25 new cases were 
identified today.  

● There is 1 potential case of Multisystem Inflammatory Syndrome (MIS-C) in Children, 
MIS-C, being investigated in Alberta. There are global concerns about a link between 
COVID-19 and MIS-C. However, Canada’s Chief Public Health Office, Dr. Tam, said 
today (May 28) that there is no known link  between the two diseases.  

● Alberta is developing guidelines to support Edmonton in being a hub for the NHL 
playoffs.  
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https://youtu.be/Iv2Osvcuy2I?list=PLvrD8tiHIX1L5LKwB0kl-4aJjkK4OuE-l

