
AFN Alberta COVID-19  
Bulletin 
 
Wednesday, September 9 
AFN Alberta is summarizing updates and information we are receiving on our website. All our previous 
bulletins can be found on this page as well: http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus.  
AFN Alberta will be issuing its COVID-19 updates once weekly going forward, refer to the highlight below 
The next bulletin will be sent Wednesday, September 16.  
 

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS 
AB Testing Results September 2 September 8 Change 

Tests Completed 984,736 1,062,956 +78,220 

Total Positive 14,180 15,191 +1,011 

Active 1,403 1,585 +182 

Fatalities 242 248 +6 

Recoveries 12,535 13,358 +823 

COVID-19 Regional Data for Alberta 
Calgary zone - 7,963     Edmonton zone - 3,659  
Central zone - 628     South zone - 1,772   North zone - 1,130 
Unidentified zone - 39 

COVID-19 in Alberta First Nations (As of September 9) 
Calgary Zone - 56  

North Zone - 65     South Zone - 49 
Central Zone - 3    Unknown Zone -29 

Total -  202   Recovered - 165   Deaths - 1 

 
New Measures 

● The current number of active cases in Alberta is the highest it’s been since May.  
● Restrictions have loosened to allow long-term care residents to attend low- and 

medium-risk activities outside of their care facility without having to isolate for 14 days 
when they return.  

● In light of rising daily case numbers, Canada’s Chief Public Health Officer says anyone 
thinking of attending an event or gathering, especially indoors, should assess their 
own personal risk, the risk of those in their household, and the location of the event 
before agreeing to attend. 

● More than a dozen recent confirmed COVID-19 cases are being linked to schools. Dr. 
Hinshaw confirmed that at least 11 cases were in schools “while infectious.” 

 
First Nation-specific Updates  

● FNIHB is encouraging people to have their vaccinations up to date, including the 
upcoming flu vaccine, because of increased negative health outcomes from 
contracting other diseases along with COVID-19.  

 

http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus


 
 

 
National and Regional Updates  

● Wood Buffalo, Clear Hills County, Mackenzie County, Vulcan Country, and a number 
of Calgary and Edmonton areas currently under a provincial COVID-19 watch. click 
here to view the interactive map updated by Alberta Health.  

● The average number of cases reported daily across Canada rose by 40 per cent in the 
past two weeks.  

● Canada is conducting an independent review of the Global Public Health Network, 
which helps officials detect the spread of diseases in Canada. 

● Dr. Hinshaw wrote an open letter to parents. It includes info on public health guidance 
for schools, clarifications on masks/physical distancing, suggestions for preparing 
children for in-school learning, and more. The letter can be found on Alberta’s school 
re-entry tool kit website.  

 

 
INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS FOR FIRST NATIONS 
Updates from Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) Alberta 
*NEW* September 9 Bulletin:  
ISC Alberta Region is sending updates weekly to leadership on the current COVID-19 situation 
and response. Today’s bulletin (September 9) is attached. It includes the following information: 

● Minor Capital Public Health Measures for Schools: 
● Mental health  
● How to fact-check information being shared about COVID-19 
● Canada healthy communities initiative 
● Process for reporting a confirmed case in community (additional attachment)  

 
*RECAP* Recent Funding Announcements for First Nations 
Over the last several weeks, the Government of Canada has made several funding 
announcements to support Indigenous communities, organizations, and businesses to respond 
to COVID 19:  

● $305 million in additional funds for the COVID-19 Indigenous Community Support Fund. 
New funds will flow directly to bands, and a new call for proposals will be set up for a 
secondary funding pot. 

○ $112.5M will be made available directly to bands based on a similar formula to 
last time (slightly adjusted to address concerns about landless bands).  

○ An additional $160M made available through calls for proposal or application – 
bands, tribal councils, urban and off-reserve (details are still being fleshed out on 
this pot) 

●  $112 million in funding for First Nations’ return to school plans.  
● $82.5 million in mental health and wellness supports to help Indigenous communities 

adapt and expand mental wellness services.  
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○ The First Nations envelope will be allocated based on discussions among 
regional partnership tables. 

● The Indigenous Tourism Association of Canada announced a second intake for their 
COVID-19 Stimulus Funds. Indigenous tourism businesses are eligible for up to $25,000 
in support. Click here for more details.  

● An additional $40 million to support Indigenous businesses through the pandemic. 
According to the Globe & Mail, the funding is separate from previous announcements 
like the $300+ million given to Indigenous businesses for COVID-19 relief. 

○ There are 73 projects that will receive funding from this investment through 
federal economic development agencies.  

 
 
 
CALL & MEETING SUMMARIES 
No notable meetings or calls. 
 
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL UPDATES 
Summaries and information of the following can be found in the update below.  

● Government of Canada Updates 
● Government of Alberta Updates  

 
Government of Canada Updates 
News Release: Government Announces Extension of Rent Relief for Small Businesses 
News Release: Prime Minister announces support for Black entrepreneurs and business owners 
Dr. Teresa Tam and Dr. Howard Njoo gave a live update on Canada’s COVID-19 response on 
September 8.  The government’s small business rent relief fund is being extended by one month 
for the month of September.  Prime Minister Trudeau announced funding to support Black 
entrepreneurs and business owners.  
 Key Highlights: 

● Dr. Tam says the continued growth in COVID-19 cases is concerning.  In a statement 
issued Tuesday, Dr. Tam noted that an average of 545 new cases have been reported 
during the past week, up from 435 on Aug. 31 and 390 on Aug. 24. The average daily 
case count has increased by 40 per cent over the same period. 

● Dr. Tam said anyone thinking of attending an event or gathering, especially indoors, 
should assess their own personal risk, the risk of those in their household or personal 
bubble and the location of the event before agreeing to attend. 

○ People should ask if the host has made changes to the event location to reduce 
the risk of spreading COVID-19 and if it's possible to step away if the event 
becomes too crowded.  

● Health Minister Patti Hajdu confirmed that the Global Public Health Intelligence Network 
-- a system that helps Canadian officials detect  and respond to disease outbreaks  -- is 
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being independently reviewed, following news that “analysts felt that they were not able 
to proceed with their important work, and that some scientists didn’t feel fully 
empowered.” 

○ Dr. Tam said she welcomes any changes that would enhance efficiency within 
the network. 

○ She also confirmed at the news conference on Tuesday that the network 
informed her about the COVID-19 cluster of cases in Wuhan, China in late 
December. 

● The Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance (CECRA) for small businesses 
will be extended by one month to help eligible small businesses pay rent for September. 
This will be the final extension of this program as Canada works on other solutions to 
support small businesses through  the COVID-19 pandemic.  

● The Prime Minister today announced investments of up to nearly $221 million in 
partnership with Canadian financial institutions to launch Canada’s first-ever Black 
Entrepreneurship Program. . 

 
 
Government of Alberta Updates 
Dr. Deena Hinshaw provided a live update on Alberta’s COVID-19 response on September 4 
and September 9.  
 Key Highlights: 

● As of September 8, there were 1,692 active cases in Alberta, the most since May 9. 
● 23 schools across the province have identified cases of COVID-19 among their school 

populations. Dr. Hinshaw said 11 cases were present "while infectious" at 11 schools.  
○ CBC is reporting that five schools in northern Alberta have been made exempt 

from the province's mandatory masking rules in hallways and common areas due 
to their smaller class sizes. Click here for full coverage.  

● Alberta Health Services is looking at a new method of testing for COVID-19 called 
“pooled testing,” which they hope will reduce staffing needs, supply use, and result 
turnaround time. 

○ Pooled testing combines four individual swab samples into a single batch for 
testing. In the event a pool tests positive, material is kept from the original four 
samples to be retested individually 

● Dr. Hinshaw today confirmed they have no plans to implement further restrictions to limit 
the spread of COVID-19 because most cases are occurring in large events and 
gatherings.  

○ Hinshaw will be meeting with faith leaders to discuss the importance of public 
health guidance.  

● Current major outbreaks:  
○ *new* Edmonton Fairmont Hotel Macdonald: 7 cases (amongst staff).  
○ Calgary Kidanemhret Ethiopian Orthodox: 57 cases.  People attending the 

church in the last two weeks are asked to get tested, and children attending this 
church should not go to school for a week.  
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○ Edmonton Walmart (South) Supercentre: 7 Cases 
○ Calgary Lilydale Chicken Plant: 24 cases, 3 recoveries  
○ A full list of current outbreaks across the province can be found here.  

 

IMPORTANT/USEFUL LINKS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
● The Alberta First Nation Governance Information Centre is publishing a weekly 

COVID-19 update with First Nations case count and epidemiological data. Click here 
to access the latest and previous reports (on the left sidebar of the webpage).  

● Alberta Health is available on request to support First Nations in developing guidelines 
around ceremonies. Contact ahs.ecc.operations.ih@ahs.ca for support.  

● ISC is tracking the number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 on First Nations on their 
website. Data is updated Monday to Friday. Click here to view the webpage. 

○ Click here to view national demographic data and epidemic curves.  
● Applications for the Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance (CECRA) are 

available through the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC). The 
CECRA consists of forgivable loans for landlords to subsidize lost rent from small 
businesses, nonprofits and charitable organizations.  

● Canada created a new web tool to help connect people with COVID-19 aid by asking 
questions and outlining programs people may be eligible for.Click here to access it.  

● Canada created a web portal to help businesses find a wide range of COVID-19 
support and other programs and services. Click here to access it.  

● Canada created a web hub for buying and supplying PPE. Click here to access it. 
● Canada launched the P-O-S-T Promise campaign in response to COVID-19. The 

details of the initiative can be found at postpromise.com  
● Community-owned businesses can apply to the Aboriginal Business Investment fund 

(ABIF) for initiatives that “demonstrate social and economic benefits for their 
communities.” Alberta is providing up to $500,000 in investments through this call for 
proposals. Click here for more information. The closing date for applications is 
September 30. 

● A COVID-19 Indigenous Business Task Force released their findings from a survey 
meant to analyze the impact of the pandemic on Indigenous businesses. Click here to 
read the report.  Their work was funded by Indigenous Services Canada.  
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