
AFN Alberta COVID-19  
Bulletin 
 
Thursday, June 25 
AFN Alberta is summarizing updates and information we are receiving on our website. All our previous 
bulletins can be found on this page as well: http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus.  
Starting next week, AFN Alberta will be issuing its COVID-19 updates twice per week -- on Mondays and 
Thursdays. The next bulletin will be sent Monday, June 29.  
 

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS 
AB Testing Results June 23 June 25 Change 

Tests Completed 402,837 415,716 +12,879 

Total Positive 7,781 7,851 +70 

Active 532 506 -26 

Fatalities 153 154 +1 

Recoveries 7,096 7,191 +95 

COVID-19 Regional Data for Alberta 
Calgary zone - 5,238     Edmonton zone - 925 
Central zone - 90     South zone - 1,291     North zone - 292 
Unidentified zone - 15 

COVID-19 in Alberta First Nations* (As of June 24) 
Calgary Zone - 26  

North Zone - 5     South Zone - 30 
Unidentified Zone -   12.

 
*NEW* AFN Alberta Bulletin Frequency 

● As of July 1st, AFN Alberta will move to issuing only two COVID updates per week. 
These updates will be scheduled for the end of business day Monday and Thursday 
each week. We thank you for your continued support and understanding as we 
continue to move closer to regular operations. 
 

New Measures 
● The Canada Student Service Grant (CSSG), launched today, and will provide 

post-secondary students and recent graduates a one time payment of $1,000 to 5,000 
for volunteering to serve in their communities’ COVID-19 response.  

○  To find not-for-profit organizations looking for help during the pandemic, 
post-secondary students and recent graduates can use the new I Want to Help 
platform, which also launched today. 

● Canada created a web hub for buying and supplying PPE. Click here to access it. 
● Alberta is now allowing anyone in the province to get tested for COVID-19, even if they 

don’t have symptoms. Asymptomatic testing can be scheduled through the online AHS 
COVID-19 self-assessment tool here. 

 

http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus
https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/volunteer
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/services/buying-selling-personal-protective-equipment-covid-19-overview.html
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx


 
 

● Alberta will only supply PPE to critical service providers in publicly funded or 
contracted settings. Private organizations can continue to access PPE through the 
government until June 30, but will need to pay market price. 

 
First Nation-specific Updates . 

● Alberta Health is available on request to support First Nations in developing guidelines 
around ceremonies.  

● The Alberta government will provide each First Nation individual in community 4 
non-medical masks. Those who are in urban centers will be able to get the masks 
through the restaurant partnership program, or through a community service agency.  

 
National and Regional Updates  

● As of Monday, June 22, applications are open for the Canadian Seafood Stabilization 
Fund through the Federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada. Full eligibility 
details are available on the Western Economic Development page here. To apply to 
this program in the Alberta region contact the Western Economic Development 
regional office directly by calling 1-888-338-9378. 

● Alberta is issuing comprehensive guidance to schools on re-opening for the 2020/21 
school year. This includes guidelines on hygiene and health requirements, student 
learning, transportation and diploma exams. It also addresses mental health and 
psychological supports for students and staff. 

● Addressing the separation of family members, the Canadian government is offering a 
limited exemption allowing members of the immediate family of permanent residents 
or citizens to come into Canada, targeting husbands, wives and/or children. 

● The Canada-US border closure will be extended to July 21.  
 

 
INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS FOR FIRST NATIONS 
Updates from Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) 
*NEW* Tuesday, July 30 | Special Chiefs Call with FNIHB HQ 
The next All Chiefs call is set to occur Tuesday, July 30. The call will be with senior FNIHB 
officials at headquarters: Assistant Deputy Minister Valerie Gideon, Dr. Tom Wong, Director 
General and Chief Medical Officer of Public Health, and Dr. Evan Adams, Deputy Chief Medical 
Officer of Public Health. All Chiefs should have received the teleconference details yesterday.  
 
During the summer months, ISC will host All Chiefs calls once a month (scheduling TBD). 
 
*NEW* June 25 Bulletin:  
ISC Alberta Region is sending updates twice weekly to leadership on the current COVID-19 
situation and response. Today’s bulletin (June 25) is attached. It includes the following 
information: 
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https://www.wd-deo.gc.ca/eng/20070.asp


 
 

● Update on Education 
● Final Week of #ProtectOurElders 
● Serology Testing 
● AHS COVID-19 Webpage for Indigenous Communities  
● Blood Tribe Communications PSA 

 
Updated ISC Bulletin Frequency 
Based on feedback received, ISC is amending the frequency of their bulletin to once a week - 
going forward the Chiefs Update will arrive every Wednesday in July with the exception of July 
1st (Canada Day). There will be no Chiefs bulletin the week of June 29-July 3. 

 
 
CALL & MEETING SUMMARIES 
No notable meetings or calls.  
 
 
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL UPDATES 
Summaries and information of the following can be found in the update below.  

● Canada’s COVID-19 Update - June 25 
● Alberta’s COVID-19 Update - June 23 

 
Canada’s COVID-19 Update - June 25 
Federal Ministers and Health Officials Update 
News Release:  Canada Student Service Grant (CSSG) 
The Prime Minister and federal officials did not provide their regular update on June 24. Today, 
both provided their respective updates. Key Highlights: 

● As of Tuesday evening, there were 102, 242 cases of COVID-19 with 8,484 deaths. 
65,091 individuals, or 63% have now recovered. To date, 2,518,650 people have been 
tested, for an average of 38,000 daily over the last week, with about 4%  of these tests 
returning positive.  

● The Prime Minister announced the launch of the Canada Student Service Grant (CSSG), 
which will support post-secondary students and recent graduates as they volunteer to 
serve in their communities’ COVID-19 response: 

○ Volunteers will receive a one-time payment of $1,000 to $5,000 based on the 
number of hours they serve. 

○ To find not-for-profit organizations looking for help during the pandemic, 
post-secondary students and recent graduates can use the new I Want to Help 
platform, which also launched today. 
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https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66218553/
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/news-releases/2020/06/25/prime-minister-announces-support-students-serving-their-communities
https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/volunteer


 
 

Alberta’s COVID-19 Update - June 25 
Alberta Chief Medical Officer COVID-19 Update - June 25  
News Release: Expanding access to COVID-19 testing 
Health Minister Shandro again took the stage today with Dr.Hinshaw to give the province’s brief 
update on COVID-19. Key Highlights: 

● 7,191 Albertans have now recovered from COVID-19. Of 6,300 tests completed in the 
last 24 hours, 26 additional cases have been identified. 38 cases of COVID-19 are 
hospitalized, with 8 of these in the ICU. 1 additional fatality has been reported for a total 
of 154, the death is linked to the Misericordia hospital outbreak in Edmonton. 

○ Of the hospitalized, four of them are under 30 years old and have no underlying 
conditions, a point raised by Dr.Hinshaw to reinforce that no one is immune from 
COVID-19 severe outcomes. 

● Announced by Minister Shandro, testing capacity is further expanded as of today. As 
part of a pilot project by the province, Asymptomatic individuals will soon be able to get 
tested in community pharmacies. The pharmacy test is a throat swab. Over the next few 
days initial pharmacies primarily in Edmonton and Calgary will begin testing, with more 
to be added in the coming weeks. 
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https://youtu.be/NntsQszb3ug
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=726924529AFC6-0DA2-0C76-C2577A26C8A02464


 
 

IMPORTANT/USEFUL LINKS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
● Alberta is providing $25 million for projects and services that will improve community 

mental health and addiction recovery supports and services. First Nations are 
eligible and encouraged to apply.  The second call for proposals closes on August 
21, 2020. Click here for more information.  

● The Red Cross is operating a help desk for First Nations to get dedicated, 
personalized support on pandemic planning. It is available 7 days a week from 7 am to 
7 pm MT. Call 1-833-937-1597.  

● First Nation health directors, leaders, and technicians can contact “InfoPoint”  to 
request information about their COVID-19-related questions at 1-855-446-2719  or 
InfoPoint@fnhma.ca from Monday to Friday, 6 am to 6 pm MT 

● ISC is tracking the number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 on First Nations on their 
website. Data is updated Monday to Friday. Click here to view the webpage. 

○ Click here to view national demographic data and epidemic curves.  
● Service Canada has a dedicated toll-free phone line for First Nations members 

needing help with their CERB applications. Call 1-877-631-2657 
● Applications for the Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance (CECRA) are 

available through the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC). The 
CECRA consists of forgivable loans for landlords to subsidize lost rent from small 
businesses, nonprofits and charitable organizations.  

● The Business Resilience Services Hotline is available to small businesses for the next 
month to provide free, customized financial guidance from navigating tax regulations 
and government support to planning a path to recovery.  

● Canada created a new web tool to help connect people with COVID-19 aid by asking 
questions and outlining programs people may be eligible for.Click here to access it.  

● Canada created a web portal to help businesses find a wide range of COVID-19 
support and other programs and services. Click here to access it.  

● Canada created a web hub for buying and supplying PPE. Click here to access it. 
● A social media campaign is encouraging celebrating 2020 Indigenous graduates 

through the hashtag #IndigenousGrad2020. A virtual  grad celebration is planned for 
all Indigenous graduates on June 26. Visit https://indigenousgrad2020.ca/ for more 
info.  

● The #ProtectOurElders social media campaign launched to encourage people to 
practice physical distancing and public health measures to keep Elders safe. Visit 
https://www.protectourelders.ca/ for ways you can get involved on social media.  

● Canada launched the P-O-S-T Promise campaign aimed at encouraging businesses 
to fill out a voluntary declaration to its customers and employees that they will be 
diligent in their combat of COVID-19. The details of the initiative can be found at 
postpromise.com  
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https://www.alberta.ca/mental-health-and-addiction-covid-19-community-funding-grant.aspx
https://ihtoday.ca/infopoint-by-fnhma/
mailto:InfoPoint@fnhma.ca
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1581964230816/1581964277298#chap5
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1589895506010/1589895527965?fbclid=IwAR2Mx9LXZ7rswZc4xHswWZgi921qIefRDDhASwbtYYaKy12Z8wKh3KjNEv8#age
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/finance-and-investing/covid19-cecra-small-business
https://www.canadianbusinessresiliencenetwork.ca/brs/
https://covid-benefits.alpha.canada.ca/en/start
https://innovation.ised-isde.canada.ca/s/?language=en
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/services/buying-selling-personal-protective-equipment-covid-19-overview.html
https://indigenousgrad2020.ca/
https://www.protectourelders.ca/
https://postpromise.com/en/

