
AFN Alberta COVID-19  
Daily Bulletin 
 
Friday, April 24 
 
AFN Alberta is summarizing updates and information we are receiving on our website. All our previous 
bulletins can be found on this page as well: http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus.  
As a reminder, AFN Alberta does not publish the daily bulletin on Sundays. 
  

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS 
Daily COVID-19 Test Results 
 
ALBERTA April 23 April 24 Change 

Negative  
(#s of Tests) 117,835 122,447 (+4,612) 

Positive 3,720 4,017 (+297) 

Fatalities 67 72 (+5) 

Recoveries 1,357 1,397 (+40) 
COVID-19 Regional Data for Alberta  
Calgary zone - 2,833 (+200)     Edmonton zone - 466 (+12)  
Central zone - 82 (+2)     South zone - 444 (+71)     North zone - 165 (+11) 
Unidentified zone - 27 
 
New Restrictions and Measures 

● In light of news that the Calgary Stampede will be cancelled, Alberta is clarifying that 
the restrictions on gatherings of 15 people or more apply to all summer events or 
festivals in Alberta. 

● Effective immediately, community specialists are able to order PPE for their clinics 
through their AHS Zone’s point of contact (note that First Nations have been given 
a different point of contact noted below for ordering PPE from AHS).  

● Canada is providing specific support for Indigenous students. $75.2 million in 
additional distinctions based support for FN/Metis/Inuit post-secondary 
students. 

 
First Nation-specific Updates  

● Three cases of COVID-19 are being confirmed in Bearspaw First Nation. Yesterday, 
the first confirmed First Nation case of COVID-19 in Alberta was reported in Sucker 
Creek on Wednesday.  

 

http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus


 
 

●  The Alberta Aboriginal Consultation Office is allowing participating communities to 
add days to the consultation process, if needed, during the pandemic response - up to 
10 days for Levels 1 and 2 consultations, and up to 15 for Level 3. 

● ISC continues to recommend that First Nations with upcoming elections do not hold 
those elections during this time. Policy changes were made last week giving leaders 
the option to continue in their positions for the next 6-12 months.  

● Service Canada has a dedicated toll-free phone line for First Nations members 
needing help with their CERB applications. Call 1-877-631-2657 

● Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Communities can request PPE from 
ISC/FNIHB through the communicable disease inbox: 
sac.cdemergenciesab-urgencesmtab.isc@canada.ca 

○ Alberta Health Services (AHS) is also helping fill supply gaps. Communities 
can put in weekly requests for PPE through AHS. Contact: 
ahs.ecc.operations.ih@ahs.ca.  

● AHS Indigenous-specific questions/concerns/requests can be emailed to 
ahs.ecc.operations.ih@ahs.ca.  
 

National and Regional Updates  
● The 2020 Calgary Stampede has been cancelled.  
● Alberta is finalizing a voluntary COVID-19 contact tracing app to help speed up 

information gathering that health officials do to trace contact of people who test 
positive for COVID-19.  

○ Information collected will be stored on people’s phones not with the 
government.  

○ The app uses Bluetooth to figure out if someone has come into contact with a 
person that tested positive for COVID-19.  It does not track people’s location.  

● The Alberta Cares Connector website is being launched to help connect volunteers 
with organizations needing volunteer help.  

● The government launched a volunteer recognition program to recognize outstanding 
individual efforts of Albertans during the pandemic, and is calling for people to submit 
nominations.  

● On April 18th, the federal government announced up to $306.8 million in funding to 
help small and medium-sized Indigenous businesses, and to support Aboriginal 
Financial Institutions that offer financing to these businesses.  
 

 
INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS FOR FIRST NATIONS 
Updates from Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) 
April 24 Daily Bulletin:  
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ISC Alberta Region is sending daily updates during the week to leadership on the current 
COVID-19 situation and response. Today’s bulletin (April 24) is attached. It includes the 
following information: 

● Indigenous Business Support Funding 
● Disclosure of Personal Health Information 
● Supports for Students and New Grads 
● PC Children’s Charity School Nutrition Grant 

 
Weekly Bulletin from Dr. Yacoub 
Dr. Yacoub, Alberta’s Senior Medical Officer of Health at FNIHB, sent his weekly bulletin to all 
First Nations. These bulletins provide updates to First Nations on COVID-19 from a public health 
perspective. You can find his latest bulletin attached.  
 
Non-Insured Health Benefits (NIHB) Program Updates 
On March 30, ISC published a variety of changes to NIHB in the wake of COVID-19. A summary 
of these changes can be found in the April 9 AFN bulletin. The full ISC document is shared on 
page 12 and outlines: 

● Changes to Prior Approval for Certain Medications 
● Pharmacist Recommendation for Fever and Pain Medications  
● General Information on Temporary Changes to Medical Supplies and Equipment 

Coverage 
● Temporary Changes for Replacement of Select (MS&E) Benefits 
● Updates on Service Standards and Processing Times Updates 
● Updates on Renewal of Indian Status Card and NIHB Client Eligibility  

 
 
CALL & MEETING SUMMARIES 
*NEW* April 24 |  Joint Teleconference with AFN Alberta Board of Directors, 
Premier Jason Kenney, Minister Rick Wilson, Minister Doug Schwietzer. 
Regional Chief Poitras and Chiefs that make up the AFN Alberta Board of Directors met with 
Premier Jason Kenney today to raise some of the major issues they have been hearing from 
First Nations regarding the COVID-19 response, and how the province is addressing them. 
Indigenous Relations Minister Rick Wilson and Justice Minister Doug Schwietzer were also on 
the conference call. The meeting focussed on provincial funding and support available to First 
Nations, improving coordination with the Province, and enforcement of public health orders and 
bylaws on reserve.  
Key highlights: 
 Premier Kenney said that First Nations are not excluded from any of the COVID-19 funding and 
assistance they have announced. He highlighted that the $25M investment in mental wellness 
includes a specific Indigneous envelope.  
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● Premier Kenney said that First Nations are not excluded from any of the COVID-19 
funding and assistance they have announced. He highlighted that the $25M investment 
in mental wellness includes a specific Indigneous envelope.  

● The Province expects it can begin reopening efforts sooner than anticipated as the 
COVID-19 peak is expected earlier than previously forecasted. Premier Kenney said an 
announcement on their relaunch strategy will come next week. 

● Minister Wilson’s office is sending weekly updates to all First Nations.  
● Minister Wilson and Premier Kenney clarified that Alberta has enough PPE to share with 

First Nations communities, and they are committed to ensuring First Nations’ PPE 
requests are responded to and filled promptly.  

○ If Nations face any issues coordinating PPE delivery with Alberta Health Services 
(AHS), Minister Wilson said leadership can contact him directly.  

● Premier Kenney encouraged First Nations to apply for contracts under their new oil well 
rehabilitation program.  The Ministry of Energy will try to ensure First Nation contractors 
receive substantial work from this initiative. There are terms in the program requiring 
Indigenous contractors to receive an “appropriate” amount of this program’s contracts.  

● First Nations are also being encouraged to apply for provincial capital infrastructure 
projects too. Minister Wilson said Nations can contact Indigenous Relations directly if 
there is a provincial infrastructure project they can support.  They will do all they can to 
get First Nation contractors involved. 

● Minister Wilson is engaging Export Development Canada and Business Development 
Canada regarding loss of Casino revenues, and keeping those businesses afloat. There 
should be support available to First Nations through those channels. Details should be 
forthcoming.  

● Minister Schwietzer having discussions with the RCMP about enforcement issues First 
Nations and municipalities are experiencing. He committed to following-up on concerns 
raised about the inadequate collaboration and coordination with law enforcement 
agencies, and will ensure Minister Wilson is updated about these discussions so First 
Nations can be informed about new developments.  

 
 
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL UPDATES 
Summaries and information of the following can be found in the update below.  

● Canada’s April 23 COVID-19 Update 
● Alberta’s April 23 COVID-19 Update 

 
Canada’s April 24 Update 
Relevant Links: PM’s daily briefing (9:15 am MT) 
Ministers’ and Health Officials briefing (10:00 am MT) 
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Prime Minister Trudeau discussed the federal government’s response to the COVID-19 
outbreak, including proposed commercial rent relief for small businesses. Following this, Deputy 
Minister Freeland and Dr.Tam gave their daily COVID-19 Update Key Highlights: 

● There are now 42,750 confirmed cases including 2,179 deaths. To date, labs have 
tested over 643,000 people with over 6.5% returning positive. 

● Hearing concerns that small businesses are having trouble making rent because of 
COVID-19, the federal government formally announced the Canada Emergency 
Commercial Rent Assistance. (CECRA). They have reached agreements with all 
provinces to lower rent by 75% for qualified small business tenants paying less than 
$50,000 in rent a month covering payments for April, May, and June.  

○ If landlords agree to the rent cut. Tenants and landlords would be responsible for 
25% of the rent. The federal and provincial governments would cover the 
remaining 50% 

● Coming later next week is further announcements for larger businesses. 
 

Additional Information 
● At 2PM Atlantic Time, Canada observed a minute of silence for those lives lost in 

the Nova Scotian tragedy last weekend. 
● Members of the Canadian armed forces will be deployed in both Quebec and 

Ontario in the coming weeks to provide emergency support so provinces can 
regain control of their situation in regards to COVID-19. 

 
 
Alberta’s April 24 COVID-19 Update 
Relevant Links: CMO Provincial Update (3:30 pm MT) 
News Release: $1 billion program to create 5,300 jobs 
News Release: Protecting access to rural health care 
News Release: Rent relief for Alberta’s small businesses 
Update 42: COVID-19 pandemic in Alberta (April 24 at 4 p.m.) 
 
Doctor Hinshaw provided today’s update on COVID-19 developments in Alberta, above, there 
are a number of news releases regarding Alberta’s partnership with the federal government on 
initiatives covering COVID-19 and changes to rural healthcare. Key Highlights: 

● Today confirms 297 new cases, bringing the total number to 4,017. With Indigenous 
cases, the three confirmed are in isolation and are working with ISC, AHS and FNIHB. 

● There have been 5 additional deaths, bringing the total to 72.  
● Announced by the federal government last week, Alberta outlined further details of the 

orphaned and abandoned wells program (additional information in the news release 
above) 

● Also announced this morning by the federal government was their partnership with the 
Province to provide commercial rent relief for Alberta’s small businesses. (additional 
information in national update and news release above) 
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● Finally, Alberta took steps to address the unique challenges to recruiting and retaining 
physicians in rural communities by modifying compensations for rural Alberta doctors 
and incentivizing work in rural communities. (additional information in news release 
above) 

 
Additional Information: 

● Yesterday, many were angry about the cancellation of summer events - so Dr.Hinshaw 
relayed why these steps are necessary. The low case numbers are only due to collective 
efforts and personal sacrifices. The social gatherings that have happened have caused 
explosive outbreaks from just one person.  
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