
AFN Alberta COVID-19  
Daily Bulletin 
 
Monday, April 27 
AFN Alberta is summarizing updates and information we are receiving on our website. All our previous 
bulletins can be found on this page as well: http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus.  
  
DAILY HIGHLIGHTS 
 
AB Testing Results April 24 April 27* Change 

Negative  
(#s of Tests) 122,447 135,442 (+12,995) 

Positive 4,017 4,696 (+679) 

Fatalities 72 75 (+3) 

Recoveries 1,397 1,664 (+267) 

COVID-19 Regional Data for Alberta*  
Calgary zone - 3,257     Edmonton zone - 484  
Central zone - 84     South zone - 643     North zone - 196 
Unidentified zone - 32 

COVID-19 in Alberta First Nations  
Bearspaw - 14 

Morley - 1 
Sucker Creek - 1 

 
*AFN Alberta tracks the over-the-weekend results of COVID-19, as a result the change in cases appears higher than the 
24 hour update that is provided by the Government of Alberta. They are aligned, but over different time frames. 
 
New Restrictions and Measures 

● As of this morning, applications for the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy have 
opened, employer claims can be submitted at Canada.ca. 

● Last week, in light of news that the Calgary Stampede will be cancelled, Alberta is 
clarifying that the restrictions on gatherings of 15 people or more apply to all summer 
events or festivals in Alberta. 

● Community specialists are able to order PPE for their clinics through their AHS Zone’s 
point of contact (note that First Nations have been given a different point of 
contact noted below for ordering PPE from AHS).  

 
First Nation-specific Updates  

● As Indicated in the ISC - Alberta Region Daily bulletin there will be a single call with 
all Chiefs for the afternoon of Wednesday April 29th. Call in information remains 
the same as previous weeks. 

● This Thursday at 11 am, Regional Chief Poitras will appear on the First Nation Health 
Managers’ Association weekly COVID-19 town hall. The town hall will be streaming 
live Indigenous Health Today.  

 

http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus
http://ihtoday.ca/townhall/


 
 

● On Friday, The AFN Alberta Board of Directors met with Premier Jason Kenney and 
key Ministers via teleconference on Friday to discuss First Nations priorities in 
responding to COVID-19. (Highlights are available in our April 24th bulletin.) 

● Service Canada has a dedicated toll-free phone line for First Nations members 
needing help with their CERB applications. Call 1-877-631-2657 

● Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Communities can request PPE from 
ISC/FNIHB through the communicable disease inbox: 
sac.cdemergenciesab-urgencesmtab.isc@canada.ca 

○ Alberta Health Services (AHS) is also helping fill supply gaps. Communities 
can put in weekly requests for PPE through AHS. Contact: 
ahs.ecc.operations.ih@ahs.ca.  

● AHS Indigenous-specific questions/concerns/requests can be emailed to 
ahs.ecc.operations.ih@ahs.ca.  

 
National and Regional Updates  

● Alberta is finalizing a voluntary COVID-19 contact tracing app to help speed up 
information gathering that health officials do to trace contact of people who test 
positive for COVID-19.  

○ Information collected will be stored on people’s phones not with the 
government.  

○ The app uses Bluetooth to figure out if someone has come into contact with a 
person that tested positive for COVID-19.  It does not track people’s location.  

● The Alberta Cares Connector website is being launched to help connect volunteers 
with organizations needing volunteer help.  

● The government launched a volunteer recognition program to recognize outstanding 
individual efforts of Albertans during the pandemic, and is calling for people to submit 
nominations.  

 
 
INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS FOR FIRST NATIONS 
Thursday, April 30 at 11 am | First Nation Health Managers Association (FNHMA) 
Town Hall.  
Relevant Link: Indigneous Health Today 
 
The FNHMA is hosting a weekly virtual town hall on Thursdays to discuss how the current 
pandemic is impacting health managers, health care workers, and First Nation communities. 
This Thursday at 11 am Regional Chief Poitras and Regional Chief Adamek, chair of the Chiefs 
Committee on Health, will be presenting and taking questions. They will be focussing on mental 
health and wellness during this time. The town hall will be streamed live on Indigenous Health 
Today. You can also find previous town halls featuring youth leaders, National Chief Bellegarde, 
and Indigenous  Services Assistant Deputy Minister Val Gideon on this website as well.  
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Updates from Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) 
April 27 Daily Bulletin:  
ISC Alberta Region is sending daily updates during the week to leadership on the current 
COVID-19 situation and response. Today’s bulletin (April 27) is attached. It includes the 
following information: 

● Mask Production at Whitefish First Nation. 
● Changes to the Weekly Call Schedule 
● ISC assistance in COVID preparations 
● The Indigenous Agriculture and Food Systems Initiative 

 
Non-Insured Health Benefits (NIHB) Program Updates 
On March 30, ISC published a variety of changes to NIHB in the wake of COVID-19. A summary 
of these changes can be found in the April 9 AFN bulletin. The full ISC document is shared on 
page 12 and outlines: 

● Changes to Prior Approval for Certain Medications 
● Pharmacist Recommendation for Fever and Pain Medications  
● General Information on Temporary Changes to Medical Supplies and Equipment 

Coverage 
● Temporary Changes for Replacement of Select (MS&E) Benefits 
● Updates on Service Standards and Processing Times Updates 
● Updates on Renewal of Indian Status Card and NIHB Client Eligibility  

 
CALL & MEETING SUMMARIES 
No Notable Calls or Meetings Today 
 
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL UPDATES 
Summaries and information of the following can be found in the update below.  

● Canada’s April 27 COVID-19 Update 
● Alberta’s April 27 COVID-19 Update 

 
Canada’s April 27 Update 
Relevant Links: PM’s daily briefing (9:15 am MT) 
Ministers’ and Health Officials briefing (10:00 am MT) 
 
The Prime Minister began this week by announcing the opening of the Canada Emergency 
Wage Subsidy (CEWS) applications and updating Canadians on the national coordination for 
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re-opening the economy. Following this, Deputy Prime Minister Freeland and Dr.Tam joined 
colleagues in giving the daily Federal Ministers and Health Officials update. Key Highlights: 

● There are now 47,327 confirmed cases of COVID-19 including 2,617 deaths. To date, 
testing has been completed on over 717,000 individuals, with 7% returning positive. 

● As of this morning, applications for CEWS have opened, employer claims can be 
submitted through CRA at Canada.ca. Eligibility is up to $847/week per employee. First 
payments should begin to arrive on May 7th. 

 
Additional Information 

● Over 300,000 views of the online CEWS calculator last week, and since 6am this 
morning there have been over 10,000 applications to CEWS. 

● As a reminder, Canadians are only eligible for one of the CEWS or CERB. Those 
who have mistakenly received both will be required to pay back one of the 
benefits. PM stated this morning that it will likely be CERB that needs to be 
repaid when both benefits are mistakenly paid out. 

 
 
Alberta’s April 27 COVID-19 Update 
Relevant Link: CMO Provincial Update (3:30 pm MT) 
 
Indigenous Relations Minister Rick Wilson, Minister of Community and Social Services Rajan 
Sawhney, and Doctor Deena Hinshaw provided the daily COVID-19 update for the province of 
Alberta today. Key Highlights: 

● Alberta confirmed 216 new cases in the last 24 hours, for a total of 4,696. 87 people are 
hospitalized with 20 of these in the ICU. 1,664 people have recovered, and there are 2 
additional deaths for a total of 75. 

● Minister Wilson opened by acknowledging the proactive and successful response of First 
Nations in preventing the spread of COVID-19, unfortunately, Bearspaw now sees 14 
cases, all self-isolating and 1 case in Morley. The Province is confident in the steps 
Alberta First Nations have taken and that they have the outbreak at Bearspaw under 
control.  

● Alberta Health Services is discussing testing of certain asymptomatic members of the 
homeless population to consenting individuals in Alberta’s urban centres. 
 
Additional Information 

● Indigenous Relations is exploring how to resolve communications issues in the 
rural Alberta First Nations communities in getting emergency services response, 
including radio licences and potential of setting up a temporary cell service tower. 

● There are currently 458 cases of COVID in Alberta’s long term care facilities. 
● Four cases of COVID have been identified in Calgary’s homeless populations. 

Three confirmed cases of COVID-19 have occured from the Calgary drop in 
centre and one from the Salvation Army. 
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