
AFN Alberta COVID-19  
Daily Bulletin 
 
Friday, April 17 
AFN Alberta is summarizing updates and information we are receiving on our website. All our previous 
bulletins can be found on this page as well. http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus.  
*AFN Alberta will only publish a bulletin on Saturday and does not publish on Sundays 
 

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS 
Day-to-Day COVID-19 Test Results 
 
ALBERTA April 16 April 17 Change 

Negative  
(#s of Tests) 85,502* 92,805 (+7,303) 

Positive 2,158 2,397 (+239) 

Fatalities 50 50 (+0) 

Recoveries 914* 1,124 (+210) 
COVID-19 Regional Data for Alberta (April 14 to 17 changes)* 
Calgary zone - 1,673(+431)     Edmonton zone - 429 (+27)  
Central zone - 77 (+3)     South zone -  68 (+32)     North zone - 135 (+28) 
Unidentified zone -   15 
 
*Due to technical issues with the reporting application, only the preliminary numbers were available [for April 15 and 16]. Updated 
case information, including zone cases and recovered are provided in today’s update. 
 
 
New Restrictions and Measures 

● The border closure between Canada and the United States is to remain in effect for 
another 30 days. 

● Alberta expanded COVID-19 testing today to all residents and staff of any long term 
care facility where an active COVID-19 outbreak is occurring regardless of symptoms. 

○ Last week, the province expanded COVID-19 testing to  anyone with a fever, 
cough, shortness of breath, runny nose, or a sore throat. 

○ Anyone who is sick must stay home and take the COVID-19 self-assessment 
form to arrange testing. (Calling 811 no longer required to schedule testing).  

● International travellers now have to quarantine in a hotel if they don’t have any other 
options. 

● A provincial fire ban is now in effect, as well as a ban on Off-Highway Vehicle (OHV) 
use. Indigenous people may use OHVs on public land for traditional purposes. 
(additional information in the Alberta update).  

 

http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=70115662B1427-9B4D-748E-E387899313A53D1D
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx


 
 

 
 

First Nation-specific Updates  
● Service Canada has a dedicated toll-free phone line for First Nations members 

needing help with their CERB applications. Call 1-877-631-2657 
● Canada asked for written submission on the potential use of the Emergencies Act to 

be submitted yesterday. Regional Chief Poitras shared regional concerns and 
considerations in a letter to Ministers Miller and Bennett. (Details provided below).  

● Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Communities can request PPE from 
ISC/FNIHB through the communicable disease inbox: 
sac.cdemergenciesab-urgencesmtab.isc@canada.ca 

○ Alberta Health Services (AHS) is also helping fill supply gaps. Communities 
can put in weekly requests for PPE through AHS. Contact: 
ahs.ecc.operations.ih@ahs.ca.  

● AHS Indigenous-specific questions/concerns/requests can be emailed to 
ahs.ecc.operations.ih@ahs.ca.  
 

National and Regional Updates  
● A number of new funding measures were announced by Canada on Friday, including 

$1.7 billion for orphan well reclamation, $750 million for methane emission reduction, 
and over $1 billion in support for rural small businesses, entrepreneurs and those in 
the Arts, Culture and Sports sectors. (full details in the national update section of the 
bulletin). 

● The federal government is both increasing and decreasing the eligibility threshold for 
Canadian Emergency Business Assistance (up to $40,000 government backed loan). 
Businesses between $20k-$1.5m in total payroll for 2019 are now eligible. 

● Canada is expanding the CERB to reach those earning low income (<$1000/mo), 
seasonal workers, and those who have run out of EI.  

○ Federal government is also looking at boosting wages for those making under 
$2500 a month in essential roles such as long-term care workers. 

● Premier Kenney announced $53M in funding for a mental health support plan to help 
Albertans cope with the COVID-19 crisis.  
 

 
 
INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS FOR FIRST NATIONS 
*UPDATED* Canada Asks for Input on Enacting the Emergencies Act  
Last Friday, Regional Chief Poitras received a copy of a letter to the National Chief from 
Ministers Bennett and Miller, regarding the potential for the Government of Canada to invoke 
the Emergencies Act. As mentioned in previous updates this week, the AFN National Executive 
participated in a Tuesday conference call with the Ministers and the Prime Minister to further 
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discuss this matter. Today, we received a copy of a letter the National Chief sent 
summarizing this discussion. You can find his letter attached to this bulletin. 
 
Yesterday, the Regional Chief sent a letter to the Ministers providing regional concerns 
and considerations on the use of the Emergencies Act, with a particular emphasis on 
Treaty. Her letter is also attached to this update. Key Highlights: 

● Information lacking and consultation required: First Nations require more information          
from the Government of Canada on the precise scope of any proposed declaration of a               
public welfare emergency under the Emergencies Act. The Government of Canada must            
consult First Nations directly as the signatories to Treaty and the holders of section 35               
rights. 

● Impacts on Treaty and Aboriginal rights: The use of the Emergencies Act may impact              
Treaty and Aboriginal rights. In particular, First Nations in Alberta have serious concerns             
the potential fall-out on the Nations’ right to self-government. 

● Treaty promises must be fulfilled: Treaty 6 includes promises of assistance to First             
Nations in times of “pestilence” and to keep a “medicine chest” for the use and benefit of                 
our peoples. The Crown has an obligation arising from the Constitution and the honour              
of the Crown to proactively ensure these Treaty promises are fulfilled regardless of the              
decision it makes with respect to the Emergencies Act. The Emergencies Act is not              
required for the federal Crown to uphold its Treaty promises. 

 
 
Additional Updates from Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) 
April 17 Daily Bulletin:  
ISC Alberta Region is sending daily updates during the week to leadership on the current 
COVID-19 situation and response. today’s bulletin (April 17) is attached. It includes the following 
information. 

● First Nations Elections 
● Confirmed Case Process 
● Healthcare workers screening 
● Canada Emergency Response Benefit information 
● AHS COVID FAQs 

 
 
CALL & MEETING SUMMARIES 
No Notable Calls/Meetings today. 
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REGIONAL AND NATIONAL UPDATES 
Summaries and information of the following can be found in the update below.  

● Canada’s April 17 COVID-19 Update 
● Alberta’s April 17 COVID-19 Update 
● AHS COVID-19 Community Engagements 

 
Canada’s April 17 Update 
Relevant Links: PM’s daily briefing (9:15 am MT) 
Ministers’ and Health Officials briefing (10:00 am MT) 
News Release: Prime Minister announces new support to protect Canadian jobs 
 
Speaking from outside of his home in Ottawa, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau announced a slew 
of new investments to expand support to Canadians not covered by previous announcements, 
including the Energy and Arts sectors.  Following, Deputy Minister Freeland and Dr.Tam gave 
the daily Ministerial and Health Officials Updates.  
Key Highlights: 

● There are now 31,407 cases, including 1,250 deaths. Canada has tested over 503,000 
individuals with 6% returning positive.  

● To support Canada's energy sector which has been devastated by both the pandemic 
and an international price war, Canada is making an investment of $1.7 billion to clean 
up inactive and orphan wells in Alberta, Saskatchewan and British Columbia. 

○ This initiative will help farmers, small towns and Indigenous communities who 
have orphan wells on or near their properties that have thus far been unable to 
address them while creating immediate jobs in the provinces and help avoid 
company bankruptcies.  

○ Alberta alone is expected to create approximately 5,200 jobs from this initiative. 
○ Canada has heard loud and clear the desire to increase the polluter pays first 

principle and thanks Alberta for their work and cooperation in this regard. 
● Also announced is a $750 million emissions reduction fund focused on methane which 

will include $75 million to reduce offshore emissions in Newfoundland and Labrador. 
○ Today's announcement will allow companies to continue to invest in innovation 

and technology to address methane issues and keep their employment numbers 
strong despite the cash crunch which many energy companies are facing. 

● Just because we are in a health crisis does not mean we can ignore the environmental 
crisis.  

○ The orphan wells and methane reduction initiatives are estimated to maintain 
roughly 10k jobs across the country. 

● Also announced today were a number of measures to support those that were covered 
by previously announced supports including rural small businesses, entrepreneurs and 
those in Arts, Culture and Sports sectors. 
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○ $962 million dollars to be invested in regional development agencies and the 
Community Futures Network to aid small business employees in rural areas 
without access to traditional financial institutions. 

○ $330 million to Futurpreneur Canada to support entrepreneurs who do not qualify 
for the previously announced support funding. 

○ $500 million to be distributed through Heritage Canada to support the arts, 
heritage and sports sectors. 

 
Additional Information 

● Over 7.5 million payments made through CERB to date, sent directly to 
Canadians. Figures on the CERB will be released publicly three times a week 
through the Canada.ca government open data portal. 

● The government backed loans for businesses of up to $40,000 has approved 
220,000 loans worth $8.8 billion. 

● Announced by Heritage Minister Guilbeault, the federal Government has decided 
to Celebrate Canada Day virtually this year. 

● Today is the 38th anniversary of the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.  
 
 
Alberta’s April 17 COVID-19 Update 
Relevant Links: CMO Provincial Update (3:30 pm MT) 
News Release: Camping reservations temporarily suspended 
News Release: Equality Day: Statement from Minister Aheer 
News Release: Federal energy stimulus package: Premier Kenney 
News Release: AHS takes over operations of local continuing care facility 
 
Premier Kenney led the presentation on COVID today, and Dr.Hinshaw followed up to 
provide additional details and answer questions. Key Highlights: 

● 239 new infections in the last 24 hours. The substantial increase is because of the 
increase in testing. Alberta has tested 3,831 people in the last 24 hours. There are now 
a total of 2,397 confirmed COVID-19 cases, of which 1,124 have recovered. Fatalities 
remain at 50.  

● 89,144 Albertans tested in total for a daily average of 1,974 Maximum testing capacity is 
currently 7,000/day and working to increase ultimately to 20,000/day.  

○ Alberta maintains a low hospitalization and ICU admission rate. Current status is 
60 hospitalized, 13 in ICU. 

● In coming days, all residents and staff in long term care facilities with an outbreak will be 
required to be tested, regardless of the presence of symptoms. 

● Alberta Health Services has taken over operations of Manoir du Lac continuing care 
facility in McLennan, Dr. Hinshaw stated the move was made due because the proper 
level of care was not being given at the facility. 26 of the 62 residents have tested 
positive and 11 of the 70 staff have contracted the novel coronavirus. 
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Additional Information 

● Premier Kenney issued a statement of support of the Federal energy stimulus 
package. He thanks the government of Canada for hearing the advocacy of the 
province and responding. 

○ He also commended Albertans on their response. While understanding 
calls from the public to re-open the economy, doing so now would result 
in a more stringent and widespread lockdown that would further impact 
the economy in harsher ways. Echoing last weeks response, Premier 
stated it is important to continue to show discipline 

 
 
AHS COVID-19 Community Engagements  
Alberta Health Services has been hosting virtual community conversations about the pandemic 
with stakeholders in their respective service zones. They are conducting an online survey about 
how they should communicate with community groups during the COVID-19. Click here to 
access the survey. You can contact Community.Engagement@ahs.ca for more information on 
the community conversations.  
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