
DAILY HIGHLIGHTS 

 

 

AB Testing Results April 27 April 28 Change 

Negative  
(#s of Tests) 

135,442 138,681 3,239(+) 

Positive 4,696 4,850 154(+) 

Fatalities 75 80 5(+) 

Recoveries 1,664 1,800 136(+) 

COVID-19 Regional Data for Alberta 
Calgary zone - 3,366     Edmonton zone - 486     
Central zone - 84     South zone - 685     North zone - 202 
Unidentified zone - 27 

COVID-19 in Alberta First Nations  
Bearspaw - 14 

Morley - 1 
Sucker Creek - 1 

 
New Restrictions and Measures 

• As of Monday, applications for the Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy have opened, 
employer claims can be submitted at Canada.ca. 

• Last week, in light of news that the Calgary Stampede will be cancelled, Alberta is 
clarifying that the restrictions on gatherings of 15 people or more apply to all summer 
events or festivals in Alberta. 

• Community specialists are able to order PPE for their clinics through their AHS Zone’s 
point of contact (note that First Nations have been given a different point of 
contact noted below for ordering PPE from AHS).  

 
First Nation-specific Updates  

• As Indicated in the ISC - Alberta Region Daily bulletin there will be a single call with 
all Chiefs for the afternoon of Wednesday April 29th. Call in information remains 
the same as previous weeks. 

• This Thursday at 11 am, Regional Chief Poitras will appear on the First Nation Health 
Managers’ Association weekly COVID-19 town hall. The town hall will be streaming 
live Indigenous Health Today.  

• Service Canada has a dedicated toll-free phone line for First Nations members 
needing help with their CERB applications. Call 1-877-631-2657 

• Personal Protective Equipment (PPE): Communities can request PPE from 
ISC/FNIHB through the communicable disease inbox: sac.cdemergenciesab-
urgencesmtab.isc@canada.ca 

o Alberta Health Services (AHS) is also helping fill supply gaps. Communities 
can put in weekly requests for PPE through AHS. Contact: 
ahs.ecc.operations.ih@ahs.ca.  

• AHS Indigenous-specific questions/concerns/requests can be emailed 
to  ahs.ecc.operations.ih@ahs.ca.  

http://ihtoday.ca/townhall/
mailto:sac.cdemergenciesab-urgencesmtab.isc@canada.ca
mailto:sac.cdemergenciesab-urgencesmtab.isc@canada.ca
mailto:ahs.ecc.operations.ih@ahs.ca
mailto:ahs.ecc.operations.ih@ahs.ca


 
National and Regional Updates  

• Canada released its aggregate COVID-19 data, comparing epidemic curves across 
provinces and with other countries.  

• Alberta is finalizing a voluntary COVID-19 contact tracing app to help speed up 
information gathering that health officials do to trace contact of people who test 
positive for COVID-19.  

o Information collected will be stored on people’s phones not with the 
government.  

o The app uses Bluetooth to figure out if someone has come into contact with a 
person that tested positive for COVID-19.  It does not track people’s location.  

 

INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS FOR FIRST NATIONS 
Thursday, April 30 at 11 am | First Nation Health Managers Association (FNHMA) 
Town Hall.  
Relevant Link: Indigneous Health Today 
 
The FNHMA is hosting a weekly virtual town hall on Thursdays to discuss how the current 
pandemic is impacting health managers, health care workers, and First Nation communities. 
This Thursday at 11 am Regional Chief Poitras and Regional Chief Adamek, chair of the Chiefs 
Committee on Health, will be presenting and taking questions. They will be focussing on mental 
health and wellness during this time. The town hall will be streamed live on Indigenous Health 
Today. You can also find previous town halls featuring youth leaders, National Chief Bellegarde, 
and Indigenous  Services Assistant Deputy Minister Val Gideon on this website as well.   
 
Updates from Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) 
April 28 Daily Bulletin:  
ISC Alberta Region is sending daily updates during the week to leadership on the current 
COVID-19 situation and response. Today’s bulletin (April 28) is attached. It includes the 
following information: 

• Enhancing the Reach Home Initiative 
• Jordan’s Principle 
• Education Reporting Requirements 
• Statistics Canada COVID-19 Survey 

 
*NEW* Indigenous Services Canada (ISC) PPE Webpage  
ISC has updated a webpage outlining the process for requesting PPE from the national 
stockpile, including for first responders, and providing a template form to submit requests for 
PPE and other assistance. Click here to view the webpage.  
 
*NEW* Numbers of Confirmed Cases of COVID-19 on First Nations  
ISC is now tracking the number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 on First Nations on their 
website. The numbers are updated Monday to Friday. Click here to view the webpage.  

http://ihtoday.ca/townhall/
http://ihtoday.ca/townhall/
http://ihtoday.ca/townhall/
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CALL & MEETING SUMMARIES 
April 28 | Chiefs Committee on Health Meeting 
This week’s Chiefs Committee on Health meeting focussed on mental wellness. The 
Thunderbird Partnership Foundation and the First Peoples Wellness Circle (formerly the Native 
Mental Health Association of Canada), presented today. Both presentations are attached. ISC 
Assistant Deputy Minister, Valerie Gideon, and Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Tom Wong, did not do 
a formal presentation, but answered questions and provided a copy of the slide show they 
typically present.  
Key Highlights: 

• The AFN COVID-19 Task Force met for the first time yesterday. Regional Chief Kevin 
Hart shared that on the emergency management side of things, they are monitoring the 
fire and flooding situation across the country, and the interplay with the COVID-19 
response. They want to ensure that all necessary public health measures are followed 
during evacuations.   

• The Thunderbird Partnership and First People Wellness Circle presented to the 
committee about how they are adapting the mental wellness resources they provide 
communities during COVID-19, including the online platforms they launched to provide 
virtual hubs for workers to receive training and provide services to community members.  

• During the pandemic, housing needs for people dealing addictions has become more 
prevalent.  Some community treatment centres are being profiled to provide designated 
beds for housing populations that have addictions needs. Other treatment centres are 
being profiled as part of a community’s pandemic planning.  

• A major question, and need, that’s come up during COVID-19 is how mental health 
workers can incorporate cultural practices into their adapted service delivery during this 
time.  

•  The committee was told to expect an increased demand for mental wellness supports 
cultural practitioners, healers, etc. after COVID-19, as people look to deal with negative 
coping and feelings they might have experienced during isolation.  

o There is a need for First Nations to receive adequate, ongoing funding for this 
work right now and after the pandemic.  

• As commercial flight options are reduced, and to minimize risk of exposure to COVID-19 
for both service providers and communities, ISC  has started to transport essential 
service personnel and supplies via special charter flights to fly-in communities. 

• ISC is working on expanding mental wellness programs and funding to provide more 
flexibility and access for First Nations in need.  Canada is also seeking additional 
funding to develop a national suicide strategy, as called for in an AFN resolution.  

o The postponement of the 2020 federal budget has caused some delays on this, 
but Val Gideon re-assured the committee they are still doing work on this.  

• Val said they extracted the First Nation-specific information in Canada’s overall 
pandemic plan, and have updated it within the context of COVID-19. That document is in 
the final approvals process through the Ministers’ Office and should be available for the 
committee soon.  

 
Additional Information:  
Thunderbird Partnership Foundation Presentation 



• Carol Hopkins of the Thunderbird Partnership Foundation shared an overview 
about how they are adapting their support to First Nations during the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

• The foundation helps build capacity amongst First Nations mental wellness 
workers and teams to treat addictions, substance abuse, and mental health 
issues. They provide training, guidance, and resources to workers.  

• Many of their training and treatment programs are now being offered virtually. 
Notably, a “wellness hub” was developed to  support treatment centres with 
moving services and therapy online.  

• One of the major things they hear from people in recovery is the critical need to 
provide housing for people who have addictions needs or are being treated for 
addictions.  

• During the pandemic, housing needs for people with addictions issues has 
become more prevalent.  Some community treatment centres are being profiled 
to provide designated beds for housing populations that have addictions needs. 
Other treatment centres are being profiled as part of a community’s pandemic 
planning.  

• Carol acknowledged that not all communities have ready access to 
telecommunications and internet, which is a gap that needs to be addressed to 
ensure people can access virtual mental wellness support being offered. 

 
First Peoples Wellness Circle Presentation 

• A major question and need that’s come up during COVID-19 is how mental 
health workers can incorporate cultural practices into their adapted service 
delivery. Communities are looking for more ways to be supported with cultural 
approaches to mental wellness 

• Dr. Restoule told the committee to expect an increased demand for mental 
wellness supports, cultural practitioners, healers, etc. as individuals and families 
look to deal with negative coping and feelings they might have experienced 
during isolation.  

o She noted that ongoing, adequate funding is needed not only for 
the increased mental wellness work that is going on in 
communities right now during the pandemic, but also “post-
COVID.”  

• The First Nations Wellness Circle is responding to needs during the pandemic 
by:   

o Hosting webinars -- Weekly calls to share information and best 
practices on community responses to COVID-19 (i.e. how to deal 
with funerals, etc.)   

o  Providing a platform for virtual care for mental wellness teams 
that include a text chat option, as well as supporting workers with 
joining the wellness hub that Thunderbird set up.  

o Working collaboratively with Indigenous, government and pan-
Canadian health organizations to bridge gaps in the systems.   

o Providing resources and focussed fact sheets: responding to 
requests for information and supporting the workforce in managing 
the overwhelming amount of information available to determine 
what is valid and used.  



 
Q&A 

• Regional Chief Hart asked ISC if the Indian Residential School supports will be 
extended due to COVID-19? Aspects of the program were supposed to sunset in 
2021.  

o Val Gideon: the department has been working changing and 
expanding mental wellness programs to provide more flexibility 
and access for First Nations in need.   

o Canada is also seeking additional funding to develop a national 
suicide strategy, as called for in an AFN resolution.  

o They continue to do work on both of these initiatives, and were 
aiming to roll out these changes and funding announcements for 
2021, but there are now some delays because the federal budget 
has been postponed to a later date.  

• RC Hart pressed Val Gideon about the document he requested outlining 
Canada’s response to different pandemic scenarios on a First Nation. He also 
asked if they have made any considerations for urban and off-reserve people.  

o Val responded by saying they extracted the First Nation-specific 
information in Canada’s overall pandemic plan, and have updated 
it within the context of COVID-19. That document is in the final 
approvals process through the Ministers’ Office and should be 
available soon. They’ll move quickly to add an urban component.  

 
April 28 | AFN National Executive Meeting 
The AFN National Executive held its weekly meeting today. The Executive moved to 
cancel the 2020 AFN Annual General Assembly scheduled for July in Halifax, due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.  
Key Highlights:  

• Next week, the Executive will meet with Public Safety Minister Bill Blair to discuss issues 
being experienced by Indigenous inmates during COVID-19. (Click here for more 
background), as well as issues with enforcement on-reserve. 

Regional Updates: 

• Alberta (RC Poitras): The situation in Alberta is dynamic and changing. We’ve had 
major outbreaks in two meat packing facilities. Cargill (High River) and JBS (Brooks). 

o There are now 14 cases in Bearspaw, 1 in Morley (Stoney Nakoda), and 1 in 
Sucker Creek. 

o Stoney Nakoda was informed of the confirmed case by the meat packing plant 
through contact tracing. There may be more that FNs aren’t aware of.  

• Currently only symptomatic individuals are getting tested. RC is pressing for 
asymptomatic testing on communities.  

• ISC-AB will be having a call with all Chiefs in the region tomorrow to discuss the sudden 
surge in cases.  

• Jurisdictions are starting to announce their reopening plans. What does that mean for 
FNs? 

https://www.indigenousbar.ca/covid-19-correctional/


• Flooding in Northwestern Alberta is stressful for Nations to deal with this, while trying to 
maintain social and physical distancing. Sucker Creek has partially evacuated. Ft. 
McKay and Ft. McMurray FNs are notably impacted.  

• ISC-AB now has two distinct emergency response teams -- one for COVID and one for 
flooding and other emergencies.  

• Health and mental wellness continues to be a concern. ISC’s mental wellness teams are 
back online and looking for support specific for FN leaders. ISC is also recommending 
online webinars but, of course, there are issues with tech and the internet. 

• Ceremonies aren’t happening and people aren’t gathering -- encouraging people work 
with Elders to find ways people can utilize them to get through this crisis.  

• The Presidents and CEOs of the Canadian Council for Aboriginal Businesses and First 
Nations Bank of Canada -- recently wrote to Minister Morneau’s Chief of Staff and policy 
director advocating for changes to Bill C-14 to include Indigenous corporations and their 
partnerships as a “prescribed organization.”  

o FN Businesses are the backbone of our economies. We have to advocate for 
and support them through this time. If they cannot access that pot of funding, we 
need to continue pursuing our AFN executive motion requesting a minimum $9B 
economic stimulus package for FNs.  

• Because the $15M envelope Canada set aside for regional organizations was specifically 
dedicated for urban and off-reserve services, many Chiefs are asking who will be receiving 
funding. They want to know which organizations will be serving their off-reserves, members so 
people needing help can be pointed in the right direction.  

o ISC does not widely disclose who receives funding from their department. We need to 
find a way around this so First Nations are able to know who they can specifically 
connect off-reserve and urban members with for support.  

• BC (RC Teegee):  56 nations have declared states of local emergency. 
• Yukon (RC Adamek): FNs there are meeting more than twice a week. They are looking 

at developing a joint framework between FNs and the territorial government on COVID-
19. 

• Manitoba (RC Hart): Manitoba is still under state of emergency. There are no FN 
infections to date. Communities north of the 53rd parallel are still on lockdown, including 
FNs.  

• Ontario (RC Archibald): In terms of our activities and those of the secretariat. In our 
region we have 3 letters going out, to PM, Premier and NC. Chiefs are concerned about 
their ability to respond to ongoing policy and lawmaking initiatives tied to government 
and inability to respond. The letters will ask  for the processes to be slowed or halted so 
they are in a better place to respond. 

• Quebec (RC Picard): There are concerns with QC’s plans to reset the economy and 
lack of details. Our chiefs do not feel adequately consulted.  

 

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL UPDATES 
Summaries and information of the following can be found in the update below.  

• Canada’s April 28 COVID-19 Update 
• Alberta’s April 28 COVID-19 Update 

 
Canada’s April 28 Update 



Relevant Links: PM’s daily briefing (9:15 am MT) 
Ministers’ and Health Officials briefing (10:00 am MT) 
 
This morning the Prime Minister began by addressing reports regarding his mother and her 
status, reassuring Canadians that she is fine. Following this, Dr. Tam provided the daily Federal 
Officials update in which updated federal modelling data was presented.  
Key Highlights: 

• There are now 49,025 cases of COVID-19 including 2,766 deaths. To date, labs across 
Canada have tested over 740,000 people for COVID-19 with about 7% returning 
positive. Provinces and Territories continue to increase testing capacity. 

• Federal health officials provided updated projections on the number of potential cases 
and deaths in Canada from COVID-19 

o The new model predicts up to 66,835 cases and 3,883 fatalities by May 5. 
• Cases in Canada are now doubling every 16 days. Initial modelling showed a doubling 

every 3-5 days. 
• Canada continues to work with provinces and territories in creating national guidelines 

as each region works towards the slow and gradual reopening of their economies.  

 
 

https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66192494/
https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66192498/


 
Additional Information 

• Prime Minister Trudeau sent his thoughts to Ft.McMurray, and stated Canada is 
on standby ready to help with their ongoing flooding situation.  

• On the Personal Protective Equipment front, Canada gets several shipments 
several times a week, this week sending over 6 million masks to provinces and 
territories, over 100k face shields as well. 

 
Alberta’s April 28 COVID-19 Update 
Relevant Links: CMO Provincial Update (3:30 pm MT) 
News Release: COVID-19 modelling data update 
News Release: Select registry services available remotely. 
Update 1: 2020 Spring Flooding (April 28, 1:30 pm) 
 
Premier Kenny started the daily Alberta address by speaking to the ongoing flooding in 
Ft.McMurray and the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo area, and providing an updated 
Alberta model for projected COVID-19 cases. Following, Dr. Hinshaw gave the daily COVID-19 
update. Key Highlights: 

• The number of confirmed cases has increased by 154 in the last 24 hours, for a total of 
4,850. There are also now a total of 80 deaths from COVID. Recovered cases have 
reached 1,800. 82 are currently hospitalized with 21 of those in the ICU. 

• Like Canada, Alberta’s statistics are well below the previous model. As such, Alberta has 
also updated it’s modelling. 

o The updated “probable” model estimates 596 hospitalizations at the peak, 
reduced from the previous scenario which suggested 818. The “elevated” 
scenario now estimates 745 people will require hospitalization, reduced from 
1,570 in the previous model. Reflecting ~9% hospitalization. The updated 

https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=701979D53FDB3-B5D9-6F83-1C97BC226C2E7672
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=701959A892092-D9E7-E7AA-585AF9B3CA8BCEAA
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=7019090ACE422-0C4A-03D0-00D11236CA67C87B
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=7019497465440-9EF8-BE26-CC78E61771F2F67E


probable scenario estimates 190 in ICU at the peak compared to the original 232. 
Elevated scenario estimates 248, a reduction from nearly 400. 

o A new “Low” scenario has also been created which takes into account Alberta's 
overall low hospitalization rate. This model would see around 300 people 
hospitalized around the COVID-19 peak. Reflecting ~4.5% hospitalization. This 
scenario suggests 95 people will require critical care at the peak of the curve. 

• Premier confirmed with Ft.McMurray Mayor Don Scott that the costs are covered by the 
disaster recovery program. Not yet formally processed but there will be financial support 
for RMWB crisis response. 

 
Additional Information 

• 13,000 evacuees from the RMWB region and communities that have exhausted 
the immediate area's hotel capacity.  

• Emergency management Cabinet committee will be meeting this evening to 
discuss further required actions in regards to flood response. 

• Alberta has made interactive aggregate data available at covid19stats.alberta.ca 
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