
AFN Alberta COVID-19
Bulletin

Wednesday, August 5
AFN Alberta is summarizing updates and information we are receiving on our website. All our previous
bulletins can be found on this page as well: http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus.
AFN Alberta will be issuing its COVID-19 updates once weekly going forward, refer to the highlight below
The next bulletin will be sent Wednesday, August 12

DAILY HIGHLIGHTS
AB Testing Results July 28 August 4 Change

Tests Completed 668,226 720,131 +51,905

Total Positive 10,603 11,146 +516

Active 1,430 1,191 -239

Fatalities 190 201 +11

Recoveries 8,983 9,754 +771

COVID-19 Regional Data for Alberta
Calgary zone - 6,611     Edmonton zone - 1,752
Central zone - 481     South zone - 1,672     North zone - 604
Unidentified zone - 26

COVID-19 in Alberta First Nations (As of August 4)
Calgary Zone - 51

North Zone - 55     South Zone - 50
Central Zone - 3

Total - 159   Recovered - 140   Active - 18  Deaths - 1

New Measures
● Alberta will now require grades 4-12 students to wear masks in school.
● Some pharmacies in Alberta are offering  asymptomatic COVID-19 testing. Click here

for the list of participating pharmacies.
● Due to a sudden spike in COVID-19 cases, Alberta is reminding people to “get back to

the basics,” and continue following these guidelines:
○ Avoid contact with people and maintain a 2m distance when out in public.
○ Wash your hands frequently and avoid touching your face
○ Wear a mask when physical distancing is not possible

First Nation-specific Updates .
● FNIHB is encouraging people to have their vaccinations up to date, including the

upcoming flu vaccine, because of increased negative health outcomes from
contracting other diseases along with COVID-19.

● A COVID-19 Indigenous Business Task Force released their findings from a survey
meant to analyze the impact of the pandemic on Indigenous businesses. Click here to
read the report.  Their work was funded by Indigneous Services Canada.

http://www.afnab.ca/News-and-Events/Coronavirus
https://www.ab.bluecross.ca/news/asymptomatic-testing.php
https://www.ccab.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/COVID19-Indigenous-Business-Survey-KEY-FINDINGS-ENG.pdf


● The AFN Alberta COVID-19 webpage has been updated with new resources and
information for First Nations.

National and Regional Updates
● The federal government released an app that notifies you if you’ve been in contact

with a confirmed case of COVID-19. Click here to download it.
● Dr. Tam says that we could live with physical distancing and masking measures for 2-3

years, even with a vaccine. (Details in the national and regional updates section)
● Dr. Hinshaw is stating that the COVID-19 ‘curve’ “is no longer flat.” For the last two

week, Alberta has been witnessing a major spike in active COVID-19 cases.
● Canada and the provinces and territories signed a Safe Restart Agreement that

supports increasing COVID-19 testing and health care capacity, amongst other
measures. Canada committed $19 billion in funding to the provinces/territories through
the agreement.

INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTS FOR FIRST NATIONS
*NEW* Thunderbird Opioid Survey Results
The Thunderbird Partnership Foundation released results from a survey about opioid/crystal
meth use amongst First Nation individuals. The survey includes a section on COVID-19 and
includes questions on access or change in substance use. Please find the survey results
attached.

*NEW* AFN Knowledge Keepers COVID-19 Message
The AFN’s Knowledge Keepers Council issued a message regarding the pandemic. They are
encouraging First Nations to keep following public health guidance and to stay resilient during
this time. Click here to read their message. Please consider sharing the message with your
networks or on social media.

Updates from Indigenous Services Canada (ISC)
*NEW* August 5, Bulletin:
ISC Alberta Region is sending updates weekly to leadership on the current COVID-19 situation
and response. Today’s bulletin (August 5) is attached. It includes the following information:

● Update on Education and School relaunch
● FNIHB Health Needs Funding Submission Preparation
● Recalled Hand Sanitizers
● Combatting COVID-19 misinformation
● Update on CERB (transitioning to EI).

Additionally, the next All Chiefs meeting with Dr. Deena Hinshaw will take place on August
12th at 3:00PM MDT.

Updates to the AFN Alberta COVID-19 Website
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http://www.afnab.ca/news-and-events/coronavirus
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/covid-alert.html
https://pm.gc.ca/en/news/statements/2020/07/16/joint-communique-safe-restart-agreement
https://www.afn.ca/assembly-of-first-nations-knowledge-keepers-covid-19-message/


Click here for information and resources about:
● How to respond to the COVID-19 outbreak
● Financial aid available to First Nations (individuals, businesses, communities).

○ This section includes fact sheets about what First Nation individuals should know
before applying to the Canada Emergency Response Benefit.

● Public Health Planning Resources
● Mental Health Support
● Previous AFN Alberta COVID-19 Bulletins

CALL & MEETING SUMMARIES

AFN Chiefs Committee on Health Meeting | Tuesday, August 4
The AFN Chiefs Committee on Health met yesterday to share regional updates and receive
their regular briefing from ISC/FNIHB headquarters. Please find attached the presentation
provided by ISC. Key highlights:

● The next CCoH meeting will include Minister Miller, and have a specific mental wellness
focus.

● The AFN task force is finalizing a discussion paper, which will serve as a document to
support advocacy efforts by FNs.

● As of August 3, in Alberta, 131 of 152 cases have recovered.
○ The 20 to 39 age group has made up the highest segment of reported cases on

First Nations, followed by the 40 to 59 age group.
● Across the regions, there is widespread concern about children returning to school. First

Nations will require resources to retrofit.
● Some regions also expressed concerns about delays in flow of funding from the

second-round of public health dollars that ISC made available to communities.  Chief
Bull, the Alberta rep on the committee, noted that ISC committed to providing funding for
the cost of security but some Nations have yet to receive funds to cover these expenses.

Discussion:
Quebec

● There’s been a number of outbreaks in Quebec FN communities. Some
communities are having to do extensive contact tracing.

● FN associations in the region are working with AFN-Quebec/Labrador to
determine outstanding issues that need to be addressed before a “second wave”
hits.

Ontario

● There’s been two new confirmed cases in the last week in communities in
Ontario.
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http://www.afnab.ca/news-and-events/coronavirus


● Re-opening and back to school is a concern for communities and leadership.

Manitoba

● There’s still a lot of communities with checkpoints still up. These have proven
beneficial to preventing the virus from entering communities. There’s been zero
cases confirmed on First Nations in MB.

● Communities need additional resources to retrofit schools and access additional
cleaning and sanitization supplies.

Saskatchewan

● They’re working on conducting a number of engagements on different policy
issues, including implementation of the child welfare legislation. The pandemic
delayed this work.

● Mental health has come to the forefront during this pandemic. Suicide is
becoming a prevalent concern.

● FSIN did an analysis of the famine and pestilence clause of Treaty, within the
context of the current pandemic, and how it should be fully implemented for
communities in the region.

● FSIN is also doing a costing out of the impacts of the pandemic.

Alberta

● Some Nations have expended all their security funding. ISC mentioned that
security expenses would be covered through the second round of COVID-19
funding, but it has not yet reached some communities.

● COVID has prevented leadership from gathering and communicating about key
issues. Alberta used to host quarterly Assembly of Treaty Chiefs meetings for this
purpose, which are not happening because of COVID.

● There are concerns about the return to school. The province’s back-to-school
plan has been widely criticized, especially in terms of making masking mandatory
for students and staff.

● Food security is a concern for the upcoming winter because some communities
were not being properly serviced at the height of the pandemic even for
essentials.

● Bill 30 was passed on July 28, which makes moves towards the privatization of
health. This will have major negative impacts on the Treaty right to health.

British Columbia

● First Nations Health Authority (FNHA) is supporting First Nations with food safety
initiatives.

● BC expressed similar concerns with re-opening of schools, but also mentioned
there’s widespread disappointment amongst future post-secondary students who
were looking forward to attending university/college.
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● The way BC is tracking numbers is inclusive of everyone, not just FN people on
reserve.

● There’s exhaustion and burnout at staff and community level from dealing with
COVID-19 over the past seven months.

○ Conversations need to happen about how we are going to keep up public
health measures in a sustained way. Until a vaccine is developed, we will
have to live with this pandemic in our day-to-day.

● FNHA is also implementing a number of virtual mental wellness supports so that
communities have the support they need.

Nova Scotia/NFLD

● NL has moved to mandatory masking

ISC/FNIHB Presentation

● In Alberta 131 of 152 cases have recovered.
● The 20 to 39 age group has made up the highest segment of reported cases on

First Nations, followed by the 40 to 59 age group.
● FNIHB is encouraging people to have their vaccinations up to date, including the

upcoming flu vaccine, because of the possibility of increased negative health
outcomes of contracting other diseases during the pandemic.

● FNIHB working with PHAC to advocate for the prioritization for First Nations
communities; and, working to identify needs to roll out a vaccine safely once
available (i.e. PPE needs, medical supplies, training, etc.)

● Based on the authorization information, ISC has identified the following
considerations around Remdesivir being used for treatment of COVID-19:

○ Product is for patients who are experiencing severe symptoms (require
extra oxygen).

○ Clients experiencing severe symptoms would be transported out of a R/I
community for treatment at a hospital setting.

○ Product is administered intravenously over multiple days
○ For use in facilities where continuous monitoring and reporting on the

product will be undertaken (i.e., most likely limited to hospital setting at
this time)

○ Reports in the media have indicated that supply/availability of the product
may be limited and therefore distribution will likely be limited to hospital
settings

● Health Canada gave authorization for this drug to be used. ISC/FNIHB has not
yet received information on whether that’s been used yet.

● All 100 PPE requests in Alberta have been filled.

REGIONAL AND NATIONAL UPDATES
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Summaries and information of the following can be found in the update below.
● Federal Briefing on COVID-19 Response, August 4
● COVID-19 Alert App
● Alberta Update on COVID-19, August 4
● Alberta Update on Reopening Schools

Federal Briefing on COVID-19 Response, August 4
Press Conference
Dr. Tam and Dr.Njoo led a briefing on COVID-19 yesterday. Dr. Tam notably said that people
should psychologically prepare to be dealing with the pandemic for the next 2-3 years.
Key Highlights:

● Dr. Tam said a successful COVID-19 vaccine is unlikely to be the “silver bullet solution”
for the pandemic. Canadians will likely have to live with pandemic measures like physical
distancing and mask wearing for two to three years.

○ She added that it is not yet clear how effective the vaccine will be (ie: how long
immunity)

○ It is unlikely that there will be enough vaccines for everyone, so prioritization will
be required.

● Dr. Tam is recommending mask use for children over the age of 10.
● Dr. Tam also encouraged people to download Canada’s COVID Alert app, which notifies

people if they have been in contact with a confirmed case of COVID-19 through
bluetooth.

○ The government received criticism for the app only being available for phones
that are no more than five years old.

COVID-19 Alert App
The federal government released an app that notifies you if you’ve been in contact with a
confirmed case of COVID-19. The app does not collect any personal information or location
data. It uses bluetooth to determine if you’ve been in contact with a confirmed case. Click here
to download it.

Alberta Update on COVID-19, August 4
Press Conference
Dr. Hinshaw provided her weekly update to the province’s response to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic. Key Highlights:

● More than 9,750 have recovered, daily case numbers have slightly declined, more than
34,000 tests were conducted over the long weekend. Currently 85 are hospitalized
including 23 in the ICU. There are 5 additional deaths to report, 3 of which are from the
Good Samaritan Southgate Care Centre.
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https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66245352/
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/coronavirus-disease-covid-19/covid-alert.html
https://www.cpac.ca/en/direct/cpac3/483685/alberta-update-on-covid-19-61/


● Dr. Hinshaw thanked Albertans for following guidance and was pleased to hear of
adherence to physical distancing and mask usage over the weekend.

● Dr. Hinshaw also provided some high level comments on the days earlier press
conference on Reopening in Schools (details on that update below).

Alberta Update on Reopening Schools
Press Conference
News Release: School health measures now include mandatory masks
Alberta Minister for Education, Adriana LaGrange, along with Dr.Hinshaw discussed
public-health measures to be implemented to enable the resumption of in-class instruction in the
province’s schools amid COVID-19. Key Highlights:

● Grade 4-12 students will now be required to wear masks to school.
○ Students will be required to wear them in all shared and common areas such as

hallways and on buses.
● Alberta will provide all students two reusable masks.
● Mask use will be mandatory for staff and teachers when physical distancing cannot be

maintained.

7

https://www.cpac.ca/en/programs/covid-19-canada-responds/episodes/66245348/
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=7295843B33620-E876-92BA-FCBA67A776AAE2FB


IMPORTANT/USEFUL LINKS AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
● The Alberta First Nation Governance Information Centre is publishing a weekly

COVID-19 update with First Nations case count and epidemiological data. Click here
to access the latest and previous reports (on the left sidebar of the webpage).

● Alberta Health is available on request to support First Nations in developing guidelines
around ceremonies. Contact ahs.ecc.operations.ih@ahs.ca for support.

● StatsCan released reports about the impact of COVID-19 on society, including the
following reports that may be of interest to First Nations. Click here to access the full list of
reports.

● Alberta is providing $25 million for projects and services that will improve community
mental health and addiction recovery supports and services. First Nations are
eligible and encouraged to apply. The second call for proposals closes on August
21, 2020. Click here for more information.

● ISC is tracking the number of confirmed cases of COVID-19 on First Nations on their
website. Data is updated Monday to Friday. Click here to view the webpage.

○ Click here to view national demographic data and epidemic curves.
● Service Canada has a dedicated toll-free phone line for First Nations members

needing help with their CERB applications. Call 1-877-631-2657
● Applications for the Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance (CECRA) are

available through the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC). The
CECRA consists of forgivable loans for landlords to subsidize lost rent from small
businesses, nonprofits and charitable organizations.

● Canada created a new web tool to help connect people with COVID-19 aid by asking
questions and outlining programs people may be eligible for.Click here to access it.

● Canada created a web portal to help businesses find a wide range of COVID-19
support and other programs and services. Click here to access it.

● Canada created a web hub for buying and supplying PPE. Click here to access it.
● Canada launched the P-O-S-T Promise campaign in response to COVID-19. The

details of the initiative can be found at postpromise.com
● Community-owned businesses can apply to the Aboriginal Business Investment fund

(ABIF) for initiatives that “demonstrate social and economic benefits for their
communities.” Alberta is providing up to $500,000 in investments through this call for
proposals. Click here for more information. The closing date for applications is
September 30.

● Alberta is now allowing anyone in the province to get tested for COVID-19, even if they
don’t have symptoms. Asymptomatic testing can be scheduled through the online AHS
COVID-19 self-assessment tool here.

● Effective as of July 23rd, the province will be shifting from restricted access to safe
access for Long Term Care Facilities. A new video is available on Alberta.ca outlining
new approach to visitors and families
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http://www.afnigc.ca/main/index.php?id=home&content=home
mailto:ahs.ecc.operations.ih@ahs.ca
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/45-28-0001/452800012020001-eng.htm
https://www.alberta.ca/mental-health-and-addiction-covid-19-community-funding-grant.aspx
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1581964230816/1581964277298#chap5
https://www.sac-isc.gc.ca/eng/1589895506010/1589895527965?fbclid=IwAR2Mx9LXZ7rswZc4xHswWZgi921qIefRDDhASwbtYYaKy12Z8wKh3KjNEv8#age
https://www.cmhc-schl.gc.ca/en/finance-and-investing/covid19-cecra-small-business
https://covid-benefits.alpha.canada.ca/en/start
https://innovation.ised-isde.canada.ca/s/?language=en
https://www.canada.ca/en/public-services-procurement/services/buying-selling-personal-protective-equipment-covid-19-overview.html
https://postpromise.com/en/
https://www.alberta.ca/release.cfm?xID=727130E6CA296-F4D7-4B79-546A84C3D3D5F401
https://myhealth.alberta.ca/Journey/COVID-19/Pages/COVID-Self-Assessment.aspx
https://youtu.be/-YRMzAvaCQM

